[ Written expressly for this Journal.] There have recently been published in France two theses?one upon mental affections in children ;* the other upon insanity at the epoch of puberty, f It seemed necessary to inquire the limit of the age of the individuals who formed the subjects of these two essays, because until then we had believed mental alienation to be very rare in childhood. Amongst the seventeen cases observed by the authors, the youngest were fourteen years of age, and the others varied from fifteen to twenty-two. The critic might reasonably object that the designation of children was scarcely applicable to the greater part of these patients. We are aware, however, that Haslam, Greding, Frank, Burrows, Spurzheim, Friedreich, Esquirol, and Guislain have related cases of insanity amongst children of less than eleven years. We owe to Dr. Marc, physician to Louis Philippe, the very curious observation of a young girl aged eight years, who openly avowed her intention to kill her mother, father, and grandmother. Two motives seemed to influence her in this resolution?the desire to possess their property, and to amuse herself with little boys and men. She was morose, taciturn, and answered very laconically to any questions addressed to her. In the country she abandoned herself early to solitary vice, without her health appearing to suffer; but on her return to the town, she began to fall away rapidly. It was some time before the cause of this emaciation was discovered: on surprit enfin ses habitudes onaniques; elle les confessa cyniquement, en disant qu'elle regrettait de ne pouvoir y substituer le commerce des petits gargons.*
In the course of a practice of more than thirty years, we have only observed three cases of mental derangement in children.
The first relates to a pretty and intelligent little girl of seven years of age. Her mother was under treatment for a mental affection, and it was observed shortly that the child became irritable and capricious, and gave way to the most violent fits of passion, during which she would break and destroy everything which came to hand. Soon afterwards she became subject to attacks of ecstasy, in the course of which her features had a seraphic expression, and her eyes remained fixed upon the sky for a great length of time; she would cry aloud with a voice vibrating with emotion, " I see the angels; they are coming to me." When the crisis was past, she was very excitable for some time, but gradually became tranquil, and could answer rationally the questions put to her.
The second case was that of a boy, aged six, extremely difficult to manage, and of an irritability which had become, during the past four months, insupportable. When When the delirious idea flickers about the mind, we generally advise the patient to repel it, and make no concession to it; this rule, however, is subject to exception. In the case of one young female patient, each time that she attempted to repel the morbid idea, of which she recognised the falsity, or to dissimulate it, in order to avoid remonstrances, she was subject to extreme agitation and spasm, to a sort of convulsive action ; she rubbed her hands and thighs with extreme rapidity, and wore out her clothes without being aware of it. To form a prognostic sufficiently accurate upon this form of mental alienation, it would be necessary to enter upon the medical biography of each of these cases; to follow the course of the antecedents, the incubation, the relapses, the progress, the termination, and the consequences of the affection. This we shall do in some detail, leaving out such of the antecedents as have been before treated of.
In nine individuals, the disorders of mind of which the manifestation dated from puberty, had either been restrained, concealed, or showed themselves with such characters that isolation had not been necessary, nor medical advice taken. The period of incubation varied in these cases from four to twenty-seven years. This last fact is full of interest, inasmuch as the patient, during this long period was able to conceal his sufferings from the penetrating eyes of his relatives and associates. Seven times the relapse occurred at intervals of from nine to forty-one years. In two observations, where there had been an interval of thirty years in each case, the critical period was the determining cause of the relapse. In three others, it was accouchement. One of these ladies, after an interval of eleven years, has fallen ill again. 
